
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Below are answers to frequently asked questions our families, students and community 
members may have regarding the Estell Manor’s plan to reopen schools for the 2020-21 school 
year. If you have any additional questions, please contact us  
 
Will students be able to attend in-person classes this fall? 
At this time, we believe we will be able to welcome students and staff back into our building for 
in-person learning at the start of the school year. However, we may need to adjust our school 
schedules to accommodate physical distancing, avoid large groups of students gathering in 
certain areas and ensure we are able to properly clean and disinfect our facilities. 
 
While we may be able to begin the school year with all or most students attending school in 
person, we may also use a hybrid model in which students attend school on certain days of the 
week and engage in remote learning the rest of the time.  
 
We will continue to update our school district community on how teaching and learning will look 
as we get closer to the first day of school on Tuesday, September 8, 2020. 
 
What will the school day schedule look like in the fall? 
At this time, we do not know for sure what our schedule will look like in the 2020-21 school year. 
we are currently planning for several scenarios: 
Scenario #1: We are able to welcome back all students into our building and resume a mostly 
normal school day schedule. This would involve enhanced cleaning protocols, a degree of 
physical distancing among students, adjustments to how students enter and exit the building, 
and changes to how we manage transitions between classrooms throughout the day.  While all 
students would be attending school together, the classroom configurations would be changed to 
spread the students out, and the school day would be abbreviated.  To facilitate extra cleaning, 
students would attend school in person on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays.  Every 
Wednesday would be a virtual day for all and the school would be deep cleaned. 
 
Scenario #2: Students would spend half their time in school and the other half engaged in 
remote learning. Under this scenario, we would have A days and B days. Half our students 
would attend in-person classes on A days (Mondays and Tuesdays), while the other half would 
learn remotely. The roles would then flip on B days (Thursdays and Fridays). Every Wednesday 
would be a virtual day for all students.  This scenario would also involve enhanced cleaning 
protocols, physical distancing, adjustments to how students enter and exit buildings, and 
changes to transitions between classrooms. 
 
Scenario #3: It remains possible that we will need to begin the 2020-21 school year with 
students engaged in all-remote learning, similar to the final few months of the previous school 
year. If this is the case, all remote learning would be required. Attendance, grades, 
assessments, and daily work would all be tracked with an emphasis on teacher instruction 
through virtual platforms.   
 
Remote-Only Option 
The district will offer a remote-only learning option for families who do not yet feel comfortable 
having their students return to school. We anticipate needing duration commitments on this 
option and will provide more details soon. 



 
Will students and staff need to wear masks?  (updated 7/31/20) 
The school will be providing each student with two machine washable 3-layer cloth masks. 
Masks will be required for students to wear on school buses and during the school day, except 
when they are outside and socially distanced.  Students will be given at least 2 “breaks” during 
the day, not including lunch/recess, where they will go outside to move around and can remove 
their masks.  Staff and all visitors will be required to wear face coverings.   
 
How will the district ensure physical distancing takes place in the school building? 
While maintaining physical distancing will be a challenge, we are implementing a number of 
measures to ensure students remain at least six feet apart for as much of the school day as 
possible.  Hallways and other areas where student may need to line up will be marked with 
Wildcat paw prints to assist in the students determining a 6-foot distance.  Desks will be 
arranged as far apart as possible, and the number of students in a classroom space will be 
limited.  Clear acrylic barriers have been purchased to place on student desks. 
 
How will the district monitor students’ health? 
All students will be screened daily.  This will take one of several forms, either a survey 
completed by parents/guardians prior to students leaving home, visual screening by staff, and/or 
have their temperatures taken as they enter our school building. Any individuals determined to 
have a fever or displaying symptoms of COVID-19 will be sent home immediately.  
 
Any student or staff member who is feeling ill will be required to visit the school nurse 
immediately. Our nurse will operate under a standard procedure for addressing situations in 
which an individual is experiencing COVID-19 symptoms. The individual in question will remain 
in the conference room in the main office and will be sent home right away. 
 
I am not yet comfortable sending my child to school. Can I have them continue with 
remote learning only this school year? 
Yes. Although we expect to welcome our students back into our building, we will also offer a 
remote-only learning option for families who do not yet feel comfortable having their students 
return to school. We anticipate having duration commitments on this option and will provide 
more details soon. 
 
What should I do if my child starts to exhibit flu-like symptoms? 
Parents of students exhibiting symptoms, as well as staff exhibiting symptoms, are asked to 
contact the Atlantic County Health Department at 609-645-5935. Any individual experiencing 
these symptoms should not come to school. A doctor’s note or negative COVID-19 test result 
may be needed before returning to school. 
 
How will the district clean buildings, rooms and surfaces to ensure a safe learning 
environment? 
The district will implement enhanced cleaning and disinfecting protocols to help keep students, 
staff and families safe while COVID-19 remains with us. Our custodial staff will significantly 
increase the wiping down and disinfecting of public spaces and high-touch surfaces throughout 
the school day. We will also provide greater access to cleaning materials for our teachers and 
staff so that they can clean and disinfect spaces, as needed. 
 



Each evening, our custodial team will conduct a thorough cleaning of our spaces, again 
disinfecting high-touch surfaces like sinks, drinking fountains, door handles, tables and desks. 
 
Will there be physical education classes? 
We plan to offer some form physical education classes in the 2020-21 school year. All efforts 
will be made to ensure physical distancing takes place during these classes. Physical education 
instructors will engage students in no-contact sports and activities, while avoiding activities in 
which students need to be close together.  
 
As a district we made this decision to help ensure our students continue to get adequate 
exercise during a time at which a healthy lifestyle can help protect individuals from serious 
illness. 
 
Will students be able to participate in athletics and extracurricular activities?  
We are hopeful that we can offer athletics and extracurricular activities in the fall semester. 
However, activities, practices and schedules may need to be modified to ensure students 
remain physically distanced and can maintain proper hygiene. Each activity will look a little 
different, and coaches and advisors will be able to provide you and your students with more 
information.  
 
It remains possible that some or all of our athletic seasons may be cancelled, restricted, or 
shortened. These decisions are also subject to change during the season depending on the 
status of COVID-19 in our state and region. 
 
Will the district close the school if a certain number of students or staff report illnesses? 
Yes, the district is preparing for situations in which the school building needs to close due to a 
significant number of students or staff testing positive for COVID-19 or reporting other illnesses. 
We are also planning for the need to close the building if there is a considerable increase in 
COVID-19 cases in our state or region. 
 
What are the district’s plans for transitioning back to remote learning if schools need to 
be closed again in the future? 
If extended school closures become necessary during the school year, the district will be ready 
to quickly transition to remote learning. While we recognize that the transition last spring was 
not perfect, we learned a great deal about how to improve the process in the future. Our 
administrators, teachers and staff continue to make great progress in planning for this scenario.  
 
We will provide more information on exactly what this process will look like as we get closer to 
the start of the school year.  
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